226                   JOHN HENRY NEWMAN                  1832
Sir J. M. asserts that imperative per se as is the voice of conscience, yet the test of its correctness is its tending to the general good. In other words, he supposes benevolence unlimited and absolute to be the attribute of the Divine governance, and the end the general good; and that it is impossible (£a contradiction in termsJ) for anyone who holds (as all must hold as soon as it is stated) the general good to be the most desirable conceivable end of the world's course, to love and rovere, i.e. to have religious feelings towards a Deity of mixed and imperfect benevolence. Accordingly that the feeling of justice in the mind is but a divinely appointed expedient for promoting the general good j and so again of purity.
I first speak of the cheerful hopeful view of human nature which prevails at all times (especially since the glorious 1688 !). Such was Paley's, Addison's, Blair's, and now Maltby's, and the Liberals'. It is nominally like the Christian's cheerfulness, but superficial, &c. . . .
Before quoting Sir James, I come to the arguments which I wish your critical judgment on. Justice is amiable as well as Benevolence (here I go somewhat beyond Butler; part 1, ch. 3, is it ? Therefore be sharp). That we do not commonly love and revere Justice arises from our being sinners and fearing it. The saints in heaven glorify God, because ' just and true are his ways/ &c.—vide E/evelation.
REV. E. H. FROUDE TO REV. J. II. NEWMAN.
Fairford: April 6, 1832.
On the whole I like both the subject and the roVot, especially that on which you tell me to be sharp. Perhaps the love of order is too minute ; but I will make two or three remarks on the arrangement, &c. ?
Might not something be said on the silliness of attempting ' to reduce all our moral instincts to one generally, &c. ?
REV. J. H. NEWMAN TO REV. R. H. FROUDE.
April 12, 1832.
. . « As to your f Annotationes in Neandri Homiliam,' to bo sure I have treated them with what is now called ' true respect,' for I have spoken highly of them and done everything, but use ^ them. I did not have them till Saturday morning : so, having your authority for what I wanted—i.e. the soundness at the mam position and the roVot—I became indolentt one ; hut Hitch rofomwan* not popular that is tho worst of it; KO t.hat prtiettciilly I. do Imcomo at imti«r«former in tho modem Ht*ttMiu>f tho wort!. I am tltnukfu tho Bishops havo latt»ly playtHl HO lx»ki a pnrtt but 1. fimr ihin omiHton, if it hud any.    Ifc In
